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11     Curriculum Ad Staff @ PDC 4:00-6:00 PM 

12      Highly Capable Parent Volunteer Meeting @ CO 4:30-5:30 PM 

20      District Leadership Team Meeting @ PDC 4:30-6:00 PM 

21-22    Reading Recovery Conference ~ Troy, MI 

27-29      Happy Thanksgiving—No School 

SRI TESTING 

 
April 27—May 8th 

3rd grade– 6th grade optional 

 

May 11th  - 29th 

7th grade—10th grade optional 

 
Reading Support Meetings 

 
December 5th 
January 16th 
March 19th 

May 21st 
 

12:30-3:30 PM @ HESSC  
Special Ed Conference Room 
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Instructional Consultation Teams Off To A Great Start 
By Dave Minsker 

 Thank you to the over 30% of Hartland teachers that serve on IC teams 
across the entire district.  Your dedication to the IC process and support of our  
entire staff and students is appreciated.  Since we continually strive for  
consistency and alignment within our intervention-based philosophy, IC is a  
critical component in providing strategies for students by helping staff find the 
best instructional match.  The IC process and IC teams are implemented in every 
school in Hartland and part of our culture.   
 
 Here are a few facts about Instructional Consultation Teams in Hartland: 
 

 434 students district-wide were served through the IC process 
 114 cases were taken on by staff to support teachers find the  
        instructional match for our students 
 18 teachers are attending the New Member Training in October.  

CTE Open House at Hartland High 

 The Career and Technical Education department at Hartland High School 
hosted an open house showcasing the CTE programs offered at the High School. 
Instructors, industry professionals, and college representatives were present, the 
event was free and open to the public.  Thanks to all who participated in making 
this night a success. 
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By Chuck Hughes 

 There is a lot to be read and understood around the concept of 
“mindfulness.”  It seems that every time I read anything educational-
based, I read about the power of being mindful.  Most educators have 
read Carol Dweck’s Mindset:  The New Psychology of Success 
(2008) and Linda Kaser and Judy Halbert’s Leadership Mindset:   
Innovation and Learning in the Transformation of Schools (2009).   
The authors help to frame growth and fixed mindset concepts and how 
they impact success, and potentially failure, when managing people or 

ourselves.   As educators and leaders, we need to understand these concepts in order to 
leverage our ability to influence others. 
 

 With this in mind, I recently read Mindfulness in the Classroom:  Strategies for 
Promoting Concentration, Compassion, and Calm by Thomas Armstrong (ASCD, 
2019).  The author shares how focus, open monitoring, and attitude are the three  
components essential to training ourselves and students to control their actions regarding 
relationships and events.  He provides many different strategies that teachers can use to 
help students become functionally independent through their own awareness and actions 
when exposed to stressful moments.  Symptoms such as bullying, racial insensitivity, 
etc. are shared as examples of when being mindfully compassionate can be beneficial to 
successfully addressing a lack of  “kindness.”   
  

 While I could share many of his thoughts, I think it would be more powerful for 
you to read the book yourself.  What I think important to share is the plethora of  
resources noted by Mr. Armstrong throughout the book.  There are websites, classroom 
mindfulness strategies, strategies for subject specific areas, and even a pre-school  
kindness curriculum.  I highly encourage teachers with the will to learn more about 
mindfulness to read this latest work.   

Quotes 
  
 Kindness is showing someone they matter.  ~ Unknown 
 

         
                            A kind and compassionate act is often its own reward.   

                ~ William John Bennett 
 
                Acceptance and tolerance and forgiveness, those are life-altering  
      lessons.   ~ Jessica Lange 
 



by Annette Macfarlane 
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 Last month, I introduced the Essential Practices of Literacy and talked about  
practice #1, which is problem based instruction.  This month, I will give some basic tips on 
the 2nd Essential Practice. What I love about the Essential Practices is the alignment and 
consistency between the Michigan Department of Education and the Common Core  
Standards.  The language used is the same in the essential practices, the common core 
standards and the M Step. That is because both sets of practices are research and  
evidenced based. Try to use some part of this practice everyday.  Like Monique stated, 
“This is the standard minimum of care”.   
 

Practice #2: Diverse texts and abundant reading opportunities in school:  
 

 Covers Common Core Standard Mathematical Practice #1, 2, 5, and 7.   
 

 SMP #1: Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
 
 SMP #2: Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
 
 SMP #5: Use appropriate tools strategically. 
 
 SMP #7: Look for and make use of structure.  

 
 Teacher provides students with texts that provide mathematical concepts and  
      investigations.  
 

 Mathematical texts presented vary in complexities.  For example, students experience 
math in newspaper articles, magazines, advertisements, financial information, videos, 
websites and diagrams.   

 
 Show students that mathematics are connected to everyday life.   
 

 Present mathematical problems that connect to students' interests.   
 
 Present mathematical problems that reflect cultural experiences. 
 
 Present mathematical problems that reflect a students’ background. 
 
 Present mathematical problems that expose students to possible careers. 
 

 Provide multiple representations and models of mathematical symbols, concepts and 
structures. 

 
 Engage students with digital tools to solve and communicate in mathematics.  

Essential Practices for Literacy 



  

 It was another great month of collaboration, and I can’t wait to meet with all 

the Kindergarten through Fourth grade math building representatives this month.  If 

you have any concerns or suggestions please make sure to talk to your math  

representative in your building before we meet.  We will be updating and organizing 

curriculum documents to provide a more detailed description of each module, and we 

will also be looking at assessments and making sure they align with report cards.  

Looking forward to working with you all! 

         ~ Annette 
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Math Rep Meetings 
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by Monique Alberts 

Creekside teachers posing by the famous 
TC sign!  

7th Grade teachers and Principal  
Lawrence Pumford from Ore Creek also found  

their way to the famous group spot!  

Just got off the subway at 8 a.m.   
We were so happy!  

21 teachers and administrators taking on 
 the streets of N.Y. and heading 

 to Teacher’s College. 
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Vonnie and the legendary Lucy Calkins!   
(Check out Vonnie’s grip!)  

Posing before listening to the keynote 
 by Peter Reynolds!  

The whole crew before our 4 p.m. debriefing!  

 Another successful trip goes down in the books!  What an intense weekend 
filled with learning from the masters themselves.  Thank you to everyone who gave 
of their time to make the trip out to Columbia University in New York.  Once you go, 
you can’t wait to make the journey back.   
 
 

  We learned about….  
 

• conferring and small group work 
• digging deeper into our units of study with the authors themselves 
• spelling progressions and ways to incorporate grammar guided reading best 

practice 
• the interactive read aloud 
• tips for management, and so much more!  
 

  I cannot wait to share this learning and knowledge with all of you, hope you 
can join me for upcoming BYOC’s and after school workshops in November! I will 
send out dates and times soon.  ~ Monique 
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Michele Astalos 
Data Tech 

Stacie Motz 
Data Tech 

David Allward 
Computer Tech 

Collin Corrion 
Computer Tech 

  Glynn McHugh 
Network Administrator/

Computer Tech 
 

Amanda Wright 
Tech/Grants Facilitator 

Scott Usher 
Director of Technology 

Dave Larson 
Network Engineer 

Karen Wilson 
Student Services Asst. 

Jen Grabowski 
Help Desk 

by Scott Usher 

  

 

 In the current day and age, the importance of passwords cannot be understated.  In 

all likelihood, you have many accounts that secure your data and the data of those you care 

about.  Most of us are not as secure as we think we are and consider ourselves a small  

target that no one would care about.  Having an account hacked or hijacked can cause you 

public embarrassment, time, and worst of all, money. To determine if you are putting  

yourself at unnecessary risk, answer the following questions and if you can answer any 

with a “YES”, you may wish to revisit your personal password security policy.  
 

 Considering all your personal and professional passwords: 
 

 Are any of your passwords less than 12 characters in length? 
 

 Are they all one case (not a mix of caps and lower case letters)? 
 

 Are any of your passwords dictionary words? 
 

 Do you use obvious substitutions such as a 0 for an o or an @ for an a? 

 
 Have a look at this password:  TheBigHou$e123. At first glance, this may appear to 

be a pretty complex password, but the words The, Big, and House are all dictionary words 

and the “s” is substituted by a $.  The numbers 123 are in sequential order and while easy 

to remember, don’t actually help much when it comes to password  complexity. Now, it 

may be a much more complex password for say Dave Minsker or Myself, being big MSU 

fans...who would ever consider we would use this as a password ?  But seriously, even for 

Dave or myself, this is a really poor choice for a password. Why? Because people are not 

guessing these passwords any longer…computers are. 

Protect Yourself and Your Data  

Continued next page 
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           If you are seriously considering password security and want more information, there 

is a great deal available online as well as several YouTube videos regarding this topic.   

Assume it WILL happen to you and protect your family, place of employment, students,  

co-workers, and financial security. They are all worth the little extra time it will take to 

make things more secure, and quite frankly, you should consider it a necessity of living in 

today’s technological society. 
 

 Complex strings of random letters and numbers are your BEST bet, but can be very 

difficult to remember, so there are password managers that can be helpful for that. Tools 

such as LastPass or Dashlane can help you keep track of your passwords. You can also 

come up with a random string of characters and numbers simply by using the following 

method: 
 

     Choose a sentence such as “I used to live at 603 Green Street. I paid $1300 per 

 month.” That password would look like this: Iutla603gs.Ip$1300pm. Yes, it 

 would be less convenient to type all the time, but it sure would make it more difficult 

 for someone or something to guess it and break into your account.   
 

 

 There is one last thing I want to suggest.  Try to use two-factor authentication  

whenever possible.  Most of you use it when you swipe your debit card and have to type in 

a PIN.  Not enough people use this method when it comes to things like your bank account 

or your email accounts.  One of the most popular two-factor methods of authentication is  

having a code texted to you when you try to enter an account. If you have a choice, I  

suggest using an app such as the Google Authenticator which ultimately provides better  

protection for you than just a text to your phone.   

Google Authenticator App 


